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FINDING A
MUSTANG BEATER

ane chose the low ol Caman ZL-1.

He purchased two from a LIS Chevrolet doaler
in Florica, 1969, The cars, a manual (VIN 610732
in Hugger Cranga with M21 gearboed) and an
adomatic (VIMN 620834 in LeMans Blue with Tuba
400 were from a babch of 69 cars fctory Ftted
with 7.0 litre (427ci) engines to meet drag race
omologation requiremients.

US Chevrolat deaber Fred Gibb is credited as
the tather of the ZL-1. Gibb was an enthusiastc
supponier of drag racing, in much the same way
car dealers like Max Mcleod (McLeod Ford) and
Fion Hodgson (Holden) were patrons of Australian
OUNG Car racing kot marmy yeans,

It was Gibb whao threw down the challenge to
Chesrobet 1o build an alkaluminium 427 Camaro
with which fo tackle the NHRA Super Stock class.
Gibb knew exacthy what he needad - a siripped-
oul 1965 Carmara, with ‘poverty pack’ intarior trim,
rinirmim weight, fough divetrain and that
manstar full race, all aboy 7.0 e enging.

{Bob Jane says it was the same enging usaed by
Bruce Mclaren and Denny Hulrme to dominate the
US Can-Am sports car saries).

Howevor, MHRA rules demanded that a
rranirnurm of 50 cars be built for publc sale
birhare thay could be eligible for competition.

Gibh immediately signed up 1o take the whola
bateh of 50 cars which ha would sell fwough his
dealership. To gel around GM's corporate red
tape, the ZL-15 wene ordered using a special
‘Cantral Otfice Production Onder’ [COPO) system
which only & few dealars with strong connections
by the actory kndw about,

The ZL-1 carried COPC No. 9580 which
could be ordered in a choice of fiva colours with
aither a four-spoed manual (Muncie M-21 or
M22) or heavy duty Turbo 400 automatic
transmission. In addition 1o the leroclous 427
engine with fowr-bollt mains, cast-inon cylinder
liners, 12:1 pistons and open chamber hoads,
tha ZL-1 was also equipped with ronl dise
brakes, a special raisad ‘cowd induction’
bonnet scoop (which breathed from th rear
like an A9X Torana), heavy-duty radiaton,
performance suspansion and a 12-bol
Pogitraction rear axe assembly loadad

with 4,10 gears.

At a retail price of over SUSTO00 (ihe faciony
quoted Gibb a sticker price below 5000 whan he
placed the orderl) the ZL-18 were slow sellers and
Gibb finally cominced Chevrobels bop brass lo
allow him o retumn 37 of his batch of 50 cars 1o
the factory 1o be re-distributed to olher dealers o
Iry and sell (inciuding the dealer in Florida from

“which Bob Jane punchased his two cars).

In addition bo the initial batch of 50 ZL-15 made
e Fried (Gibb, another 18 werns manuiactuned
by Chavrolet. The final total of 63 ZL-1 1969
Camargs eveniually lound buyers and loday ane
among the rarest and most sought-alter misschs

o s in the world.




