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(laughes). At the time, there was a plan
that | would come back to Australia and
drive Bob's ‘67 Mustang. That didn't work
ol and on reflection, it was a good thing
becausa L made me mad encugh o say
wall, il | could halp him 1o get & genuina
faciony Trans-Am Musiang. | should help
mysel ko gel one, too.

AMEC: I's boan previously reported that
your car was actually a gift from FoMoCo,
organised through Ford US racing boss
Jacque Passing. Is thal comsct?

AM: Absolutely true. It was the greatest

carsar and & lavel of ganerosity that was

thing that ever happened to me in my whole

navar repaated by anong aisa in the Ford
Mator Company throughout my carear. | sold
evernything | had in February, 1969 and wend
over bo Detrolt. | had a plan in my book,

| had an appointmant with Jacque, | knew
what was in that warehouse and | knaw

| had 1o gat my hands on ona of thosa
ex-Shalby Team ‘68 cars, Jacqua was vary
paolite, | remember the monsirows office that
he had and thare was me siting with my
knees shaking, trying 10 make a good
presentation to him and sound like | had a
worthwhile plan.

He said ‘give ma a couple of days 1o think
about it. give ma the phona number whara

you'ra Staying and I call you a5 $00n as |
can'’, | want 1o a motel and it was actually
thi worse four days of rry Be. This was long
bafora mobile phones 50 | didn't dare leave
that room for a second in case the phone
rang. After four days | got the phone call and
{long pausa) it stll shakes me up loday
whaen | think aboul 1. Jacque said, ‘ged down
1o Bud Moore's then's a car dawn theng
wuﬂil'-g in South Cardling hor you.” S
amrived, unannouncad, ather than thi phone
call from head office saying that | wias on my
wary 1o take delivery of one of Bud's brand
ey "G Triens-Aum beam cars. From Bud's
poant af view, all of a sudden ha's losing ona
of his three naw Ieam cins, which werne al
about thred quirder Stagd of race
praparation. | was there lor about 10 days
for the Flnishing oll af 1k car, N 'was an
exhilarating ime of my lia.

Top and right: Alter being forced Lo slop bo fnee
wp bis jammed gearbox, Mollal's thrilling drive
back (Brough the fiebd a1 the Oran Park winner-
lakes-all ATCC limal in 1971 kad the lans In 2
frenzy. He lost the race and the title io Boh
Jane's Gamaro by jusl six-tenths of a second!
Left: Formidahle foes. Jane's Camara and
Maifat's Muslang staged soma lerocious
batiles. Calder Park, 1972.

AMC: So after they Brished off the car, how
aid you gel it back fo Ausiralia?
AM: The Bud Maore boys actually put it on
one of thedr race tnucks and
drove it up 1o Mew York for me,
whana it was kpaded onlo a
Qantas 707, So tha naw gid
was sitting safely in the cargo
area below decks, with ma
upshairs sitting divactty abovel

sight. | got off the plana in
Sydney. raced over 1o the
Cantas airfreight area and
sat thare and walted for the
car 1o come through
customs. My good Triend B3l
Gibson of Gibson Frasght Inbematicnal,
was standing by with ong of his trucks
10 (it vl Cair Sabedy b0 Mialbourma,
AMC: S0 whun did the sponsorship
deal with Coca-Cola corme aboul?
AM: Wall, as | have said bafore, this
was & very fatalistic cxencisa from the
beganning, whird Sevaral things just fell
Imlo place for me. | achually ool
confirmation of the Coca-Cola

]

| didn’t waint fo let it out of my

sponsorshep when | was in South Carolina

| had @ colleigue in Melbourne who had
been helping me put the deal iogothar and
was keepang me posted on developmernts.
There was no such thing as a single Coca-
Cola compary in Australia In those days.
There were seven individual botters, one In
each siale, 50 i was a nighimare getting
things together, but fortunataly the Genaral
Manager of the Melbourne bottling plant said
yas ight away and 100k f upon himsa o
try & comdnce the rest of the obher
interstate boilers b0 join he sponsorship
Some participaled and some dedn't, but ai
least | knew when the car rolied off the




